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Assessment of “knows” and “knows how”

The assessment of medical undergraduates has tended to
focus on the pyramid base: “knows”—ie, the straight
factual recall of knowledge, and “knows how”—ie, the
application of knowledge to problem-solving and
decision-making. This method might be appropriate in
early stages of the medical curriculum, but, as skill-
teaching is more vertically integrated, careful planning of
assessment formats becomes crucial. Various test formats
of factual recall are available, which are easy to devise and

Performance assessment in vivo
Undercover SPs, video, logs

Performance assessment in vitro

Shows how \ scE, Spbased test

/ Knows

Figure 2: Miller's pyramid of competence
SP=simulated patients; OSCE=objective structured clinical examination;
HCQ=multiple-choice questions.
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